28              A LAND OF DUST AND ASHES
along the top of the ramparts, and above this were the
battlements, so that the defenders had a double banquette.*
The towers are vaulted internally, and have double ban-
quettes also ; and the garrison could reach their stations
by a double staircase at every tower. The citadel is at the
"north east corner overhanging the gorge of the river, and
in the midst of it is a huge mass of masonry, once the mount
of the demolished keep.
The walls are beyond all doubt, in the main, of Roman
construction; though some Saracenic additions have since
been incorporated in the work. They are built of squared
black basalt, which has weathered externally to a dull
yellow tone owing to the lichen which has overspread the
surface. Possibly this process was assisted by the fact
that some twenty years ago it was deemed a good idea to
whitewash them, in order to give a distinguished welcome
to a specially prominent Pasha! But fortunately the
traces of this sacrilege are almost obliterated now.
The houses in the town for the most part are a set of
squalid hovels, intersected in all directions by a maze of
narrow crooked streets. Our carriage fairly stuck in one
of these alleys as we were attempting to pass through it;
and for some minutes it seemed problematical whether we
should be able to wriggle free. Yet not all the houses are
mean; and in the quarter near the citadel, the residence
of the chief officials, a very considerable number are solidly
constructed of stone. Some feav of these are genuinely old,
and possess a good deal of interest. They are often built
in two colours, with alternate horizontal bands of black
basalt and yellow marble, resembling not a little the black
and white marble buildings of Pistoia, It is curious how
this taste for coloured ornamentation seems inherent in the
dwellers in volcanic districts, where materials of different
colours are always readily available. The same trait is
very conspicuous in the volcanic districts of Auvergne.
The most notable example at Diarbekr is a big mansion in
* The walls of Constantinople had similar double banquettes. In this
case the walls were double ; and the two walls, taken together, must have
made a stronger defence than the single wall at Amida. But neither of
the two, taken separately, was quite so formidable in itself.